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Carolyn Nelson, Vice President

NCR Notes for January 2006
Happy New Year!
The websites are working and I only got ½ dozen envelopes containing Notes-n-Quotes back due to wrong addresses or no longer at this address.   You may need several of these changes because they are incorrect in the NFMC directory.

Janet Acker, 9967 Devonshire Drive, Omaha, NE 68114, 402-933-8619, ackerpiano@cox.net
Dawn Lawrence, new email is lawnotes@earthlink.net or director@juniorcomposers.org
Carole Trouba, 12705 Gold Street, Omaha, NE 68114

Tom Wellin, 906 3rd St NW, Mandan, ND 58554, 701-667-0901, thomaswellin@hotmail.com
Sheila Shusterich’s email is Shusterich@charter.net
Young Artists
Please keep in mind that Young Artist concerts booked through NFMC cost only $300 plus travel and local expenses.   The accompanist fee is $200 plus travel and expenses.  Master classes can also be booked at $150.  We have two Young Artists and the Ellis Duo.   Christopher Atzinger is the Young Artist pianist; he is a native of Jackson, Michigan but currently is on faculty at St Olaf College in Northfield, MN.   Mr. Atzinger will be featured at the Minnesota state convention this spring.   Mela Dailey, soprano, is a graduate of Texas State University. Her repertoire includes art songs, opera and Broadway songs. She lives in Austin, Texas.

The Ellis Duo winners are Stephen Varney and Naomi Sanchez of San Francisco.   Known as the Pas de Duo, they are founders of the Berkeley Academy of Music.   Mr. Varney is a graduate of the San Francisco Conservatory of Music and Holy Names University.  Ms. Sanchez has two degrees from Indiana University in piano performance.  Both are also on staff at the Berkeley United Methodist Church.   They will be performing at the national board meeting in Bloomington, MN in August.

For information on hosting these young people, contact Dee Blaser at dblaser@sunflower.com or 4404 Heritage Drive, Lawrence, KS 66047

Opera in the Ozarks (SC Region’s project - Inspiration Point)

Opera in the Ozarks will begin its 56th season this summer.  The South Central Region has been extremely active in promoting this project.  A wonderful experience awaits young performers who attend the session.   Louise Pinkerton, NDFMC, attended last summer with financial assistance from the NDFMC and wrote a long article for Pan Pipes, the publication of Sigma Alpha Iota music fraternity.   This summer’s program runs from June 23 through July 21 and will have performances of Il Barbiere di Siviglia (Rossini), La Traviata (Verdi), Gianni Schicchi and Suor Angelica (Puccini) with special performances for children and families of Who’s Afraid of Opera.  For more information, check their website at www.opera.org. 
Summer Music Experience – more on NCR Method #5
The following is from Patti Abild with information on the Orpheus Scholarship at Simpson College:
“I would love to tell you about two very special people, John & Faye Abild.   There were my great uncle and aunt through marriage.   Aunt Faye taught piano for many years in downtown Des Moines, in the studios next to the old Youngerman Music Store, for those who are old enough to remember that!  She continued teaching in her home as she got older.   Although they had no children of their own, Faye had such a heart for teaching young students to love music.   Uncle John was her staunch supporter, faithfully attending her many recitals and events.   She was very active in the National Federation of Music Clubs and was extremely proud of her years as State President back in the 40’s.   She told me how she visited every club during her tenure.   Upon their death, Faye designated money from their estate to establish a scholarship for one music student, with a piano emphasis, to attend summer music camp at Simpson (Orpheus Music Festival) and also at Iowa State University.   The original $350 per campship paid the camper’s tuition in full.   Her desire was to fund the entire fee, even as the tuition costs would increase in upcoming years.   The first winner of the Abild Scholarship was my daughter, Anne Abild, in 1994.   I cannot locate the winner’s names from 1995-1998.   Other recipients were:  1999 – Katherine Hagen, Indianola; 2000 – Stephanie Titus, Indianola; 2001 – Joshua Belin, Wisconsin; 2002 – Margaret Croft, Knoxville; 2003- Margaret Croft, Knoxville; 2004- Krista Hemphill, Davenport; 2005 – Sonya Nielsen, Avoca and Mark Meier, Indianola.   I am so delighted in the wonderful way Summer Music Awards Chairman Melanie Perez has organized our campships.   She is extremely organized and professional in providing the proper forms to apply for the scholarship funds.   Some exciting changes have recently taken place with the Abild Scholarship.   As of 2005, it is not limited to only students affiliated with a NFMC Junior Club and we are now able to offer 2 full Orpheus scholarships at $525 each per year.   To apply, complete an Abild scholarship application from me and also an Orpheus Festival application.   Include a tape of 2 contrasting piano selections.   Return applications to me.   Simpson College Music faculty will judge all applicants in early May.   The camp usually falls during the 3rd week of July.   Orpheus begins with a Sunday afternoon performance by the Des Moines Metro Opera.   What a great way to start their musical week!   I would appreciate any promotion of this wonderful scholarship.” 
Patti’s address is 1312 E Euclid, Indianola, IA 50125

(Information on Ravinia can be found in August notes; an ad for International Music Camp and an article are in December’s Notes-n-Quotes).   The 4th summer adventure in our region is our NCR Junior Composers Institute.   The deadline for the Junior Composers contest is fast approaching so we should start getting applications in the next month or so.   
Previous issues of NCR notes are posted on the NCR website.

Remember the two websites:  www.nfmcncr.org and www.juniorcomposers.org
