North Central Region of National Federation of Music Clubs
Carolyn Nelson, Vice President 

NCR Notes for February

A voice from the past
Last month, I wrote about the Abild scholarship at Simpson College.   I got an email from Em Laskey who is wintering in Texas, saying that Fay Abild was her first music teacher (from age 7-15) and she loved hearing about the scholarship.  She mentioned that Fay was so enthusiastic about the Federation contests.  When the National Board meeting was in Fargo in 1976, Fay was there, still a member of NFMC.  “It was a great chance to see her and her husband again.”  Em, a 50 year member of the FM Area Music Club, plays in the Lake Agassiz concert (community) band and plays flute at club programs.
Junior Composer contests

The state deadlines have passed and we should have the state results by the end of February.   I’d like to suggest that you get a JCI brochure to each student, 14 or older who entered – whether they won or not.   We have kids of many levels at the Institute but we hope that they are at least at level 4 of the NFMC theory exams.

The Master of Monticello
Many of the people who accept responsibility for national committee chairman come up through the ranks of the state federation and everyone knows them.   This is not the route taken by the new NFMC Crusade for Strings chairman.   Thomas Wellin spent the last 15 years as director of the Bismarck-Mandan (ND) Symphony.   He left that post in 2005 and is currently doing a one-man show on “The Master of Monticello – music from Thomas Jefferson’s personal library”.   His performances are sponsored by the ND Humanities Council and the National Endowment for the Humanities.   He recently gave his program at the Fargo Public Library.   We are in the third year of the Lewis and Clark Bicentennial so this fits the theme well.  
Tom is a graduate of the University of Indiana, Bloomington where he studied violin with Ruggiero Ricci, Henryk Kowalski and Tadeusz Wronski.    In addition to his many performances as concertmaster, assistant concertmaster or director, Tom has taught at the University of Notre Dame and the Wausau Conservatory of Music in Wisconsin.  Tom recently did a program in Bismarck with the Prairie Rose string quartet entitled “Mozart to Market”, the performance was near the coffee and produce sections of a large supermarket.   Unique?   The press was there!
The Ouida Keck Award for Piano Teachers
For those of you who are piano teachers, the July 1, 2006 deadline to apply for the Ouida Keck Professional Development for the Independent Piano Teacher $1000 Annual Award is fast approaching.   Application forms can be found on the NFMC website, www.nfmc-music.org, under the Competition section, then senior awards.   Good luck.  You might want to check the calendar for other deadlines too.
Address error

If you have copies of the JCI brochure, please change the address of Augsburg College to 2211 Riverside Avenue, Minneapolis, MN 55454.   I don’t know where that other address came from but all the proof readers missed it.   Mapquest brought the error to light; we couldn’t get there from here.    Thank you.  
Happy Valentines Day!!!
