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February e-News
Winners

Congratulations to the state winners in Stillman-Kelley, Wendell Irish and the Junior Composers contests.   I’d love to hear from your state chairmen and give the young people the recognition they deserve.

In North Dakota, the Wendell Irish competition was won by Melanie Due, Grand Forks.  She received a $100 check from NDFMC and has advanced to the NFMC competition.  Emily Custer, East Grand Forks is the ND Stillman Kelley winner in piano.  She also received a $100 check from NDFMC and has advanced to the NFMC competition.   Emily has been a national junior composers winner for several years.  Several of the state junior composers winners were former attendees at JCI.   I was pleased to see some new teachers promoting composition.   Thank you.

A Great Honor

A University of Wisconsin-River Falls alumna, former board member of Jerome Foods and scholarship benefactor received an award from the Wisconsin Music Educators Association at the Barron Federated Music Club’s Parade of American Music,” a scholarship fundraiser, at the Barron (WI) High School on February 11.   Mary Ella is the recipient of the 2006 WMEA Community Service Award held at the WMEA conference in Madison last fall for her sustained support and commitment to music.   Mary Ella is past president of the WFMC and a much appreciated benefactor of JCI.

A Great Loss

On January 2, the music community lost a giant in the band composition community.   James R Ployhar died after a long battle with cancer.   In November he had been admitted as the first member of the Valley City State University Music Hall of Fame.   Jim was a long-time teacher at the International Music Camp and the kids loved him and his music.   A Senate Memorial Resolution was ratified in the ND Legislature in his honor (I was the prime sponsor of the resolution).   A copy will be sent to the Music Camp.
Change to the JCI website: www.juniorcomposer.org
Due to legal concerns, the link to the JCI musical selections has been removed.   There is a concern over copyright and a desire by some of the kids to submit their compositions to contests.  Their “publication” on our site might cause some problems.   As a result, the decision was to remove the link.  You’ll just have to attend their final Salon on Saturday July 14 at about 9:00 am at Augsburg College music building.
Need help in arts advocacy?

A useful link is www.artsusa.org.  This site is run by Americans for the Arts, a wonderful advocacy organization for the arts.   I have joined the organization as an individual member and find their materials very useful.   

Please send me information about your state federation news and events.
