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I posted the regional winners of the Junior Composers Contest in the breaking news section of our NCR website (www.nfmcncr.org) on the day they were announced.   It was wonderful to have winners from 5 of our states.    Thanks to Arlene Lewis for the regional results and thanks to all the state chairmen for their excellent work.
Registrations are beginning to come in for Junior Composers Institute.  Please encourage your 14-19 year old students to attend.   They will learn a lot and have a wonderful time.   If you need brochures, contact Odee Maier or copy one off the website, www.juniorcomposers.org
Several months ago I asked for reports on how clubs celebrate NFMC Founders Day.   Well, I heard from two – mine and Huntsville, AL.   I was a bit surprised at the similarities.   My club is celebrating its 112th year; Huntsville Music Study Club is celebrating its 86th year.   My club’s emphasis this year is on folk music and women composers; Huntsville’s emphasis appeared to be on spirituals.  Both clubs highlighted the then and now history of the National Federation, sang the Hymn of the Month and the Federation Hymn.   Both featured poetry; both had a special musical program.   Both met at churches.   Differences:  Huntsville met at 9:30 am on Wednesday, January 4 and Fargo-Moorhead met at 1:00 on Monday, January 16.   
National Music Week will soon be here.   The results of National Music Week Essay contest are in.   Emily Solo from Iowa, Krista Kalthoff from Minnesota and Emily Custer from North Dakota each won $50 awards.  No entries were received from Wisconsin, Illinois, Nebraska or South Dakota.  Deanna Qualley was the western, south-central and north-central chairman.   Several of us had an opportunity to read a lot of essays.   Some students write quite well, others not.   Some wrote on the given theme, some didn’t   It was an interesting experience.   Congratulations to the winners.   

I hope you all had successful festivals.   Ours was blizzarded out so we had to have several make-up days.   It’s good that we are all so flexible and that cookies and bars can survive in the freezer for a week.   
On April 7, I am going to Minneapolis to scope out possible lodging for Federation Days.   Our meetings will be held at Augsburg College.   Randall Davidson is meeting me for lunch on the 7th so we can make arrangements.  Initial Federation Day information will be in next month’s NCR-Notes.   Registration and other information will be sent in Notes-n-Quotes in May.

