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NCR News – April 2007

The Legislative session is winding down and convention season is upon us.   I am also in the middle of coordinating the judging of regional student auditions.   

Reports Due

Arts Advocacy reports are due now.   Of those I have received, it is unanimous that more needs to be done locally.  I’m sure there are other chairmen waiting for your reports to them too. 

Convention Travels

I attended the NDFMC Convention in Williston April 19-21.   Stephanie Westerfield, NE Region VP was our national guest.   She spoke at the dinner and installed new officers.   We were entertained by local Williston musicians of all ages – a young group playing African instruments, a drum line of middle school students, the Williston String ensemble, a young violinist, and a Appalachian instrument maker and player.  On Saturday, our 12-superior winners performed as did one of our junior composers.

International Music Camp Fine Arts Building Goal Accomplished!

I am happy to report that the ND Federation met their goal of raising $25,000 to satisfy their pledge to the International Music Camp Fine Arts Building drive.   They now have a second fund to raise money to furnish the dedicated room.   Joe Alme, former IMC director, attended the convention with his wife Joyce.   Joe received a NFMC life membership from NDFMC in honor of his 23 years as director of IMC.

Help Wanted

I still need some of you to consider participating on the regional level.   There are some national committees that have regional components.   If you are interested in helping with opera, music week, poetry, junior composers, competitions and awards, please let me know ASAP.   The selection of people to fill those slots happens at the national convention board meeting, June 30.

Obviously, if you would like to participate on the national level, I’d like to hear from you too.  Positions have a two year term with a two term limit.  The North Central Region has been very well represented in the past.   

First Notice of Call
The NCR annual meeting will be held on Friday, July 13 starting at 9:00 and ending at noon on Saturday, July 14 in Minneapolis.   The site has not yet been determined.   Rooms are blocked at the Holiday Inn Express Convention Center (same as last year).  Lana Bailey will be our National guest.
There will also be a NCR meeting at the regional luncheon in Salt Lake City.
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