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NCR News – May 2007

Iowa Convention

The Legislature ended late on April 25 and I arrived home at 2:00 AM the following morning.  In less than 6 hours, Gil and I were off to Elkader, Iowa for the IFMC convention.   We were hosted in a lovely bread and breakfast and spent the first evening strolling through the beautiful little town.   On Friday morning, we met for coffee at the local “good” coffee shop and convened the business meeting.   We then moved to the “host” bed and breakfast, “The Barn on the Bluff” where we enjoyed the scenery, the country air, and good input from the members in attendance.   I gave presentations on arts advocacy and our place in the federation.   In the evening, we went to the local restaurant for dinner and then enjoyed a wonderful concert by Christopher Atzinger, 2005-2007 Young Artist, at Opera House.   On Saturday, we met at the local church for meetings and input.   Officers were installed at the luncheon.   Saturday was also Youth Day with competitions for scholarships and master class.   Thanks to the Iowa Federation for their wonderful hospitality.
Regional Student/Collegiate Auditions

The regional auditions were completed with 4 semi-finalists being selected from the 8 state winners in 4 categories.  The regional winners are Mackenzie Danner, orchestral woodwinds (flute), IL; Paul Bagley, violin, MN; Nathan Herfindahl, men’s voice, MN; and Amy Hagensen, women’s voice, MN.   I used 8 judges from the Bismarck-Mandan area.   Certificates and judges’ comment sheets were sent to all winners; non-winners received a thank you letter, the judges’ comment sheets and their CDs.  
I try to put the names of winners of regional or national awards on the website as soon as I am notified.   If you have winners that haven’t been posted yet, please send me the name of the award, the name of the winner, the amount of the award.   

Junior Composers Institute

There currently have 20 kids enrolled in Junior Composers Institute 6; 5 states are represented.  We have 2 students from Illinois, a first for Illinois.   Congratulations!  Scholarships awarded by the various states are very helpful to these students.   Thank you.  Information about JCI can be found on their website: www.juniorcomposers.org .    Odee has had calls from non-NCR states; yes, students from anywhere are welcome.  
Congratulations to our national junior composers winners. Level 3:  Minh-Tam Trinh - Milwaukee, WI, 2nd place $100.   Level 4: David Johnson - Grand Rapids, MN, 2nd place $100; Rachel M Aker - East Grand Forks, MN (entered from ND), incentive $50; Emily Cooley - Mequon, WI, incentive $50.  It's wonderful to have this bright talent in our Region!!!
Congratulations to our NFMC Thelma Byrum Piano Award winner in the Stillman-Kelley Auditions – Emily Custer, East Grand Forks, MN (member of a NDFMC junior club).   The prize is $300 to be used for further study.   Emily is also a five-year attendee at JCI.  
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