Carolyn Nelson, VP-North Central Region

One 2nd Street S, #5-109

Fargo, ND 58103

July 2005 NCR notes

Dear North Central Region friends

Thanks to Odee Maier for getting our region started and charting a good path.  We are now 4 years old and we’re on a roll – Oh, the places we’ll go and the things we’ll see – didn’t Dr Seuss write something like that?  (He also wrote “You’re Only Old Once!”)

Last year about this time, those of you at the Wilmington regional luncheon endorsed me for your regional vice-president.  This year, in Austin, Shirley Carroll proposed that endorsement and the Board of Directors unanimously elected me your vice-president.   I am excited about this new challenge but am delighted that many of our fellow NCR members are also accepting positions in the broader organization.

The North Central Region has three members on the select NFMC Executive Committee; besides me, Heidi Hong (WI) is Chair of the Council of State Presidents and Shirley Carroll (IL) is Chair of the Senior Division.   

Others who have stepped to the plate are:

Odee Maier (ND) – American Women Composers chair and member of FAMA committee

Dawn Lawrence (ND/AZ) – Festival Cup chair

Carole Flatau (ND) – Folk Music chair

Sharon Wesbrook (ND/MN) – Sacred Music chair

Mary Angela Strasser (MN) – Festival Bulletin chair and chair of the 2006 NFMC Board meeting

Sheila Schusterich (MN) – Student Auditions chair

Doris Lambie (ND) – Public Relations chair

Tom Wellin (ND) – Crusade for Strings chair 
Gordon Maier (ND) – member of Investments committee

Robert Carroll (IL) – member Investments committee

Norma Bibb (IL) – Student awards for the Blind chair

Gary Lawrence (ND/AZ) – Arts Advocacy vice-chair

Bev Huckins (SD) – NCR National Music Week chair

Janis Yarbrough (SD) – NCR Music in Schools and Colleges chair 

Deanna Qualley (ND) – NCR, SCR and WR chair of National Music Week Essay contest 
Eileen Jackson (ND) – NCR Music in Poetry chair

Vivian Acuff (ND) – NCR Opera chair

Jeannie Lueders (IA) – NCR Festival chair and NCR Dance chair

Arlene Lewis (NE) – NCR competitions for the handicapped (3); NCR Jr Composers chair

Heidi is also the NCR chair for Parade of American Music

I am also the chair of the Arts Advocacy Department (formerly called Legislation) and serve on the budget and bylaws committee.

AND Jeannie Kish (WI president) is the new vice-chair of Council of State Presidents

Isn’t that a great representation from the North Central Region?!!!

Other good news!

We now have a slot in the Joyce Walsh regional awards for the Handicapped, $250.  Previously we were combined with the SC region.  Next time, we’ll try for a Wendell Irish slot.  When our region was formed, there was an agreement that we would continue to do some things with the SC region until the time came that we could be on our own.  In the opinion of many, that time has come.

Minnesota is hosting the National Board meeting next August 1-7 at the Hotel Sofitel in Bloomington.   They have a great skit, (words and music included) inviting you all to attend.   They also want you to call Mary Angela and volunteer to help doing something.   There will be something for everyone; the more that pitch in, the more time we will all have to enjoy the fellowship of the meetings and events.

In case you missed several announcements the first time around:

· NFMC Liability insurance is $17 per event and due by August 1.

· The Legislation Department has been renamed – Arts Advocacy Department

· The Legislative Policy Committee has been disbanded and the past presidents are now ex officio members of the Arts Advocacy Committee.  There will be new forms in the next NFMC manual.

· A subscription to Junior Key Notes is required of every teacher with students participating in Festivals.  (You can’t have only one subscription for a music studio with 5 teachers.  If all 5 teachers have kids in festival, they need to have 5 subscriptions)

· Student/Collegiate Division is now for students ages 19-26.

· The new NFMC manuals will cost $15 each.  The state president will only get one complementary copy.   (Rationale: The fee for manuals should cover the expense)

· There will be service and handling charges included in all orders from Headquarters.

· PPA individual dues are now $2.00.  (Note:  my state and local PPA dues have been $10 for quite some time.  The excess goes to the Young Artist Fund; we raise a lot of $$ that way)

There are a lot of nuts and bolts things that will happen during the next year; I’ll try to keep you posted.

Some requests:

State Presidents: Please email me a list of your state members who you think would like to receive this type of news briefs and our newsletter, “Notes-n-Quotes”.  Names, Addresses, phone, fax, and email would be nice.  If the person has a federation job at any level, that would be helpful too.

Please send me the URL of your state federation website if you have one.   We will be designing a NCR website and I would like links to all our states.   Of course, it will link to national too.

I am working on a long-range plan for the North Central Region.  However, the short-term reality is that Junior Composer Institute starts next weekend and I hope to see some of you at Federation Days on Thursday afternoon and/or Friday (July 14-15).   The place is the Country Inn and Suites on Snelling in Roseville.  It’s not too late to register.   We start at 1:30 Thursday.  You have received a rough agenda from Odee about Thursday’s workshops, dinner and recital.  Mary Prudie Brown will be our national guest.  Friday’s business meeting agenda is full; we have lots to discuss but we should be done by noon.   Minnesota is having a convention-planning meeting in the afternoon.   The Minnesota Symphony concert is in the evening.  

Items on the Friday business meeting agenda include:

· A bylaws change splitting the NCR treasurer and JCI registrar responsibilities

· Election of a new NCR secretary-treasurer

· Approval of hosting JCI 5 or making the venture permanent

· 2006 NFMC Board meeting in Minnesota

· Regional reports (remember to bring yours – 20 copies would be good)

· Financial reports

· NCR/JCI website 

· Other matters of concern

I just went on the “search” on the Internet to find NDFMC and, low and behold, I found the first newsletters I wrote as president of the North Dakota Federation, 1997-1998 plus 3 sets of minutes.   Somehow these are still housed on a server at ND State University where I used to work (I’ve been retired since December 2002!)  Anyway, here’s some of the topics covered in my first newsletter – the upcoming NFMC centennial and youth day, founders’ day programming,  promotions for Music Club Magazine and Junior Keynotes, lists of officers, new young artists available for performance, membership promotion, Inspiration Point and International Music Camp, outreach, festival news, Kennedy Center Alliance for Arts Education awards, federation flashbacks.    Eight years later, many of these topics are still pertinent.   

In April 1998 we were bemoaning the fact that technology had not taken off at NFMC.   The national office finally got a freebee website at http://home.att,net/~francis-christmann.    Now you can find the Federation at http//www.nfmc-music.org.

The August 1998 newsletter reports that I visited NFMC Headquarters in Indianapolis following a regional legislative conference also held in Indianapolis.   Melinda gave us a grand tour and I learned a lot of history that day and saw the working conditions of the staff.

If you visit Indianapolis, be sure to include a headquarters visit on your itinerary.

It’s been fun reading those old newsletters and minutes and I’ll try real hard not to make some of the mistakes I made in those earlier years – I think I’ve learned a lot about Federation since then.  (You should probably know that I was state president 5 years before I was a local club president – thus the large learning curve)   However, I have been a member of the Federation for 35 years and participated in Student Auditions when I was 17 – I didn’t win.   

So ends this first memo to you.   If you would prefer hardcopy let me know, but this method is much less expensive.    





Carolyn Nelson

