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NCR Notes for July
Carolyn Nelson, NFMC Vice President for the region

What a wonderful week!   We had 21 marvelous young people at Junior Composers Institute last week.   They came from the five states of Iowa, Nebraska, North Dakota, Minnesota and Wisconsin.    I was able to attend the faculty recital on Wednesday, the scholarship recital on Thursday, the Minnesota Orchestra and Minnesota Piano-e concerts on Friday and the Student Salon on Saturday.   You would be amazed at the talent of these kids.   This year’s emphasis appeared to be forms of dance and music for ensembles.   Thanks to our faculty of Randall Davidson, Ned Kantor, Carol Barnett, Seth Custer and Sharon Wesbrook.  And staff: Dawn Lawrence and Karen Bourne.  
Nathan Todhunter, Grand Forks, ND, received the first JCI 5-year award for attendance at all five of our sessions.   We had three other students with 4 years of attendance; they may all get awards next year.   We had 9 first-time attendees.   

The 1st place Maier awards, chosen by the faculty for outstanding participation during the week went to Kelvin Ying, a Schubert Club scholarship winner from Edina, MN and Benjamin Peterson, also a Schubert club scholarship winner, from Golden Valley, MN.   Second place awards went to Nathan Todhunter, the NFMC Evelyn Sampson award winner from Grand Forks, ND, and Flannery Cunningham, a 2005 Schubert Club winner from St. Cloud, MN.   Third Place winners were Jordan Christianson, a ND award winner from Fargo, ND and Kate Meyer, a MFMC winner from Grand Rapids, MN.   Honorable mention went to Emily Custer, a NFMC and NDFMC winner from East Grand Forks, MN, Emily Vomacha, a MFMC winner from Kandiyohi, MN and Alex Hetzer, a MFMC winner from White Bear Lake, MN.   These can all be viewed under Highlights on the JCI website, www.juniorcomposers.org
I have updated the JCI website with the schedule used this year, the awards, and an update on the endowment fund (new pictures will come soon).   The kids got to experience playing the gamelan at the Indonesian Performing Arts Center of Minnesota due to a contribution to the endowment fund.   The endowment fund also provided the welcoming refreshments and the recordings of the student recital and salon.
The JCI activities were not the only show in town last week.   It was Macy’s Sommerfest with lots of arts experiences, the Minnesota International Piano-e competition and concerts by the Minnesota Orchestra – all free.

We also had our annual NCR meeting with 6 states represented.   Major business was the NFMC Fall board meeting assignments, the decision to continue the JCI Maier awards, discussion on upgrading technology opportunities for the JCI students, and the resignation of Dawn Lawrence as JCI Director.   An evaluation of the first five years is underway and some changes in organization will happen in the next several months.   However, the dates for next years JCI 6 are July 8-14, 2007 at Augsburg College.

At the close of the meeting, I announced that I have been asked by some to run for NFMC National Vice President at Salt Lake City.   I am considering it.      See you soon.
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