NCR Notes for August 2005
Carolyn Nelson, NFMC VP for North Central Region
Arts Advocacy note for August:

I just returned from a Legislative Conference in Saskatchewan and was impressed by the emphasis that their provincial government puts on the arts.   We need to keep advocating with people in prominent positions – school boards, city councils or commissions, the mayor, county commissioners, state legislators, the governor.   Find something that triggers their interest, then figure out how to involve that interest in promoting the arts.   Keep in mind that music has long been present at sporting events with the bands, dance lines, the singing of the National Anthem, etc.   

Hymn of the Month Reminder

Remember, you can’t copy the music or words for Hymn of the Month.   The booklets are only $1 so order enough for your club.   This year, the hymns are pretty well known.

Requests from your NCR Vice President

· If you are a regional or national chairman, would you please include me on your mailing list or email list?   

· Just yesterday I had two requests to be added to the NCR News mailing list.   State presidents, you can either send my memos on to your senior club presidents or you can email me the information and I’ll add them to my email list.  

· In an effort to keep costs down, I will be using email for most informative communication.   You will receive at least 2 issues of Notes-n-Quotes per year but they cost about $0.75 per copy to print and mail so that adds up when the mailing list is already over 125. 

· If your local club has a yearbook, please send me a copy.  It is very helpful for me to know what your club is doing and what your interests are.

· Please keep your address current with the National Office (and me)
Exciting news from Nebraska: 
2005-2006 is the inaugural season for the Holland Performing Arts Center in Omaha with opening date October 21.   Their first season includes 8 distinctive series including world-class jazz, classical music, children and family programming plus the best of Broadway touring.  There are also special individual performances including jazz great Chick Corea, violinist Itzhak Perlman, the National Symphony Orchestra, the Bill Joel/Twyla Tharp Broadway production of Movin’ Out, Naomi Judd, Debbie Reynolds, a fabulous Holland Center New Year’s Eve Concert with Marvin Hamlisch, and more.   Nebraska President, Carol Goranson says “I’ve been to several presentations heralding this zinc, copper and glass facility and all mention the world-class acoustics.  Every seat is the best seat in the house.”    And.. an Opera children’s schedule is being developed for 2008.
Some information and/or observations from the National Convention

· There is a new NFMC history in the works.   Eva Johnston of Alabama has been given the charge to convert Lucile Wards notes into a publication.   Money was allocated for this project.

· Some clubs pick only 1 NFMC project (usually in addition to Festival). For example, the club chooses Parade of American Music, and does it well.   They then get their report in on time.  There are cash prizes for a number of activities.
· Remember, National Music Week is later in 2006 due to May 1 falling on a Monday; Music Week includes Sundays on both ends.   The correct dates are May 7-14, 2006. The theme is “Music…A Great Joy in Life”   That’s the music essay theme too. 

· State representatives to the NFMC Board of Directors are (IA) Jeanne Lueders (pronounced Leeders); (IL) Shirley Carroll; (WI) Heidi Hong; (MN) Mary Angela Strasser; (ND) Carolyn Nelson; (SD) Bev Huckins; Nebraska does not currently have a state representative.  Elected Members-at-large from the NC region are Odee Maier and Carole Flatau, both ND.  

Summer Music Experiences – (NFMC-NCR Method #5)
Shirley Carroll, Illinois Board member and NFMC Student Division Chairman, sent me a report on one of NFMC’s newest awards – the National Federation of Music Clubs Summer Centers Award for Ravinia Festival – Steans Institute for Young Artists.
Jazz instrumental for college age student; 2 weeks camp date

$2,500 funded by the Rose Thomas Smith Legacy paid to the Steans Institute for Young Artists, Ravinia Festival.

 

Young artist’s study with an internationally renowned faculty of artist/teachers, participate in concerts give as part of Ravinia’s summer programming and attend Ravinia concerts.  The program for Jazz exists to promote the art of small ensemble improvisation.  Although part of the program focuses on performing a well rehearsed concert, most of the days are spent rehearsing with a variety of individuals, learning how to perform well with changing personnel.  Participation in the Program for Jazz is by invitation only.  The strength of the Program for Jazz lies in its distinguished faculty.  Headed by Dr. David Baker of Indiana University, the faculty includes Nathan Davis, James Moody and Rufus Reid.

 

There is no separate application necessary-winner selected from those participating in the session.

 

This year’s winner is Sophie Faught, Indianapolis, playing Instrumental jazz saxophone.  Sophie is 18yrs old will attend Indiana U. as a Hoosier Presidential Scholar.  Attended Jamey Aebersold Summer Jazz Workshop.  Major in Jazz Studies and performance.  Sophie studied with Harry Miedema, David Baker and Claude Sifferlen. Performed with U of Indianapolis jazz bands throughout high school and performed with Mark Buselli Quintet, the Temptations and Terell Spafford.
Note:  We have lots of good young jazz students in the NCR.   Since Ravinia is near Chicago, we need some of them to check this out.   
NCR Goal - #3 A 10% membership increase – that’s a state and local challenge! Special recognition goes to those clubs and states that meet the challenge.  (The NCR Goals and Methods are printed in the new 2005-2007 NFMC manual available soon from the National Office.   The cost of the manual is $15.   Each senior club should have a copy; the state president gets a single complementary copy.  I can also email you a copy of the Goals and Methods if you make the request.   cnelson@nelsonnotes.com  
