NCR Notes – September 2005
Carolyn Nelson, NFMC VP for the North Central Region

1 2nd Street South, #5-402, Fargo, ND 58103 (new address)

Count your blessings!

As I write this letter, I have just filled three boxes with items for folks less fortunate than I.  We have many friends in the SC and SE region who are hurting these days due to Hurricane Katrina.   Please keep them in your prayers and help as you can.   

Stress = moving twice in one year.   First we downsized from a 5 bedroom house to a 3 bedroom apartment, now we are in a two bedroom apartment.   It’s amazing what can be thrown out when space is limited!!!  The following bit of medical information fit a few episodes during the past week:  

“Scientists have found that nursing a grudge puts your body through the same strains as a major stressful event.  Your muscles tense, you blood pressure rises, you sweat more – and you place more stress on your heart.”  

Having experienced the major stressful event, I don’t need any grudges.   If you’ve got a problem with something that’s going on in NCR, let me know and lets get it fixed now – no grudges allowed!!!  

Programming
As you are planning programs for the coming season, take a look at American Women Composers, Folk Music, Sacred Music, Crusade for Strings.   We have a lot of good talent in our region in all these categories.    I would appreciate it if you would send me a copy of your report also.    NCR people are chairs of all the programs I listed above.   Let’s highlight our talented young people.   Please take a look at the report sheets in your new manuals and send them in.  There were very few reports submitted in these categories last year.  You can’t get recognition if you don’t file the reports.   

Tax-exempt Status
Apparently the North Central Region is the only region with individual tax-exempt status.   We acquired the status to encourage contributions to the Junior Composer Institute Endowment Fund.   The fund balance currently stands at $6,541 + $1,000 for website development for both NCR and JCI.   .   
The last report from the 501-c-3 group chair shows:

Iowa – 2 clubs qualified

ND – 1 club qualified

NE – 1 club is qualified

WI – state federation qualified

ND – state federation qualified

I would encourage the other states to check their IRS status.   Please notify me if your state is a qualified 501-c-3.   The main advantage of the status is that your state (or club, if also qualified) is eligible for tax exempt charitable contributions.   My senior club recently had a fundraiser to renovate 2 Steinway pianos, we raised over $13,000 in less than 1 year – all tax deductible to the donors.   The new 501-c-3 chairman is Duane Langley of Missouri.   
Membership Goal

As stated last month, one of our NCR goals is a 10% growth for the region.   The following numbers are based on the 2004 report from the NFMC membership chairman (I haven’t received a 2005 report).   The first column is your 2004 membership; the second column is your estimated goal for increase this year (5 member minimum).   [This year I’ll give you the benefit of the doubt and use 2 year old numbers.  (next year’s increase will be based of 2005-2006 numbers)]
Illinois had 

 167 
 Needs
 16 new members
Iowa had

 382
 Needs
 38 new members
Minnesota had
 433
 Needs
 43 new members
Nebraska had 

   26
 Needs
   5 new members
North Dakota had 
 449 
 Needs
 44 new members
South Dakota had 
   34   
 Needs
   5 new members
Wisconsin had 
 510     Needs
  51 new members
NCR has

2001    Needs 200 new members

You must send me a copy a of your state membership report (individual clubs qualify too if they send me last year’s and this year’s numbers and it shows a 10% increase).

Junior KeyNotes

Remember that all Junior counselors who enter young people in the festivals must be subscribers to Junior KeyNotes.    This rule was passed at the last NFMC Board meeting.   

National Board meeting, August 1-7, 2006 in Bloomington, MN

The Minnesota Federation (with help from NCR states) is hosting the 2006 Fall 

Board meeting at The Sofitel in Bloomington, August 1-7, 2006.   Please mark your calendars.   Of special interest should be Friday’s activities:  the regional luncheons and the special program by Garrison Keilor designed especially for us (pity Garrison’s poor piano teacher!).   Each state will be asked to make decorations for one of the regional luncheons (a chance to show your creative genius) – Odee Maier is coordinating those events.  Mary Angela Strasser is the convention chairman.

Zuill Bailey to perform with the Fargo-Moorhead Symphony, September 24-25.

We in the Fargo-Moorhead area are excited that Zuill, 1991 NFMC Young Artist, will be performing with our Symphony in several weeks.   State President Gordon Maier has scheduled our Fall board meeting for the 24th so we can attend the concert and gala that precedes the concert.   The gala will combine the artistry of a Native American Artist with the beauty of the music of the cello.   It’s being promoted as a blend of cultures.   It’s wonderful seeing the different arts groups coordinating their events.

NFMC 2005-2007 Manuals

The new manual should now be available from the National Headquarters.   The cost is $15 per copy.   Each local club should have at least one copy.   I usually make copies of individual sheets to give to committee chairmen.   Remember, you now pay a handling charge as well as shipping so try to include everything you’ll need this year in one order.  
In these days of turmoil for so many, remember Music is a Language that needs no words.   Please help those in need, if you can.      Carolyn
