North Central Region Notes for September

Carolyn Nelson, Vice President for the region

The following are actions taken at the Executive Committee and Full Board meetings during the Fall Session, August 1 – August 6, 2006
The following changes and additions are made to offices.   They should be corrected in the manual and in the directory, if not already done.

Junior Composers Chairman – Jan Hill

Music for the Blind, SE Region – Margaret Ulmer

Angie Greer Music of Poetry – Kathy Folkes

Hymn of the Month Chairman – Patsy Whitaker

Protocol committee – Sarah Flanagan

Junior Rating Sheet Chairman – Joan Stanisha

UN Deputy – Gail Kruvand

Vivian Menees Nelson Award for the Disabled and Visually Impaired – Mary Ellen Ulmer

Woman’s voice for Young Artists – Dee Blaser

American Composers Display – Sister Mary Henning

Barbara Slater will serve the final year of VP for the Western region; JoAnn Widmer has resigned.

Young Artist Presentation Chairman - Terry Blair

Bylaws change proposals
Article 8, Section 2 concerning the nominating committee to read “5” regions, rather than “4”.   The regions changed in 2001 and this was missed
Article 7, B Specific duties, change Legislation to Arts Advocacy, name changed in 2005

Article 9, Section 2, change Legislation to Arts Advocacy.

Motion:  The bylaws committee shall be empowered to make these and other minor changes to the Bylaws and Standing Rules to conform to current rules and practices.   Passed.

Since NFMC is a non-profit organization, it is not allowed by IRS to charge for shipping/handing.   Therefore, the pertinent standing rule is deleted.

The elected nominating committee consists of Anne Adams (IN-NE region), Mabry Miller (AL-SE region), Mary Angela Strasser (MN-NC region), Laurel Ince (TX – SC region), Linda King (CO-W region), Natlynn Hayes (at large) and Patsy Whitaker (at large).  President Paris appointed Anne Adams chair and Natlynn Hayes secretary.
Note of interest, all deadlines will now occur on the first day of the month.   Check your manual pages on line for changes.

FAMA approved a proposal to help the Federated music teachers in Louisiana and Mississippi in purchasing new music.   Our thanks go to Jeanne Kish, representing the Cascio Interstate Music Company in Wisconsin, for helping with this project.
Changes in competitions and awards:

The competition and awards chart will be updated annually.

Beginning 2007-2009, the awards winners must supply social security number, if requested, before check will be issued.

The requirement of a birth certificate will be replaced with a statement on the application.

Student Division 
Young composers/Marion Richter American Music Award (effective 2007-2008):

Entry fee - $20

Lower age moved to 19 (cannot be a junior member)

Limit of one composition 4-8 minutes long

New award amounts

Marion Richter American Music Award - $1250
Victor Herbert/ASCAP Award - $1100

Victor Herbert/ASCAP Award – $900

Devora Nadworney Award in Class 4 - $350

Hatz Special Recognition Awards – 2 @ $50
Stephen Foster Music Camp


Divide $1,340 among students as needed rather than 4 specific awards

Finance Committee action

The financial responsibilities of the host state and national for national meetings were passed.   The bylaws committee will rewrite the Standing Rules, Section I.

Mary Alice Cox Award (effective 2007) 


1st place - $1000,  2nd place - $500


Regional winners – 1 each @ $250

Biennial Student/Collegiate Auditions Awards (effective in 2007)


Annie Lou Ellis Piano Award



1st place - $1000, 2nd place - $500


Lawrence Foster Memorial Award in Cello



1st place - $800, 2nd place - $400


Josephine Trott Strings Award - $700


Thor Johnson Strings Award



1st place -$800, 2nd place - $500

Young Artist Supplemental Awards, effective immediately


Vera Wardner Dougan Violin Award - $3000


Merle Montgomery Opera Award - $2000 each male and female


Lily Peter Strings Award - $1500

R.A. Schramm Award - $600, effective 2006

New Award: Ernest A. Bluhm Flute Award, annual award of $600, effective 2006-2007

Development fund


Junior Division advertising - $3000


Hire grant writer - $10000

President’s Promotion Fund


Awards are paid first, president uses residual

Public Relations Fund


Expenditures must be approved by the president and PR Division chairman

Junior Division
The new line of Gold Cups was adopted

New festival bulletin deadline is March 1

Deleted standing rule dealing with maximum enrollment in a junior club

Juniors can be in festival through High school or age 19 as of July 1, whichever is last.

Open meetings
Upon recommendation of the Council of State Presidents, a motion was presented:

“All NFMC convention and Fall Session meetings be open to all Federation members except where required by law.   Observers may speak only upon recognition by the chair.”  The vote was 27 for, 21 against.
The current bylaws state that meetings may be declared “open” by the President.  The matter was referred to the Bylaws committee.   .

Other business

The budget was approved as presented.

2008 Fall Board Session will be in Denver Colorado.  Co-chairmen are Linda King and Karen Greenhalgh.  The local chairman is Jodie Jensen.

2007 NFMC convention is June 24-July 1 at the Radisson Hotel in Salt Lake City, UT.  

Next month, I will extract tidbits of information from the report packet we received at the Fall Board meeting.   
